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WELCOME! 

“The Newest Church in Santa Clarita is the Oldest Church 

in the World.” 

      St. Simeon Orthodox Church welcomes all of you to our 

community this Sunday- for truly, “This is the Day that the Lord 

has made.” We are honored to have you worship with us.  If you 

are new to our community or simply have any questions, please 

introduce yourselves to Fr. George after the Divine Liturgy. He 

would love to meet and chat with you. May our Lord bless you and 

your families.  

THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

My heart hath poured forth a good word; I speak of my works to the 

king. My tongue is the pen of a swiftly writing scribe. 

 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save 

us. 

 

Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore, God hath blessed thee 

forever. (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy comeliness 

and Thy beauty. Bend Thy bow, and proceed prosperously, and be 

king. 

 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of 

righteous Simeon; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

Thine arrows are sharp, O mighty One, in the heart of the king’s 

enemies; whereby the peoples fall under Thee. (Refrain) 

 

A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 

 

 

 



 
 

THE THIRD ANTIPHON 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also 

thine own people, and thy father’s house. Even the rich among the 

people shall entreat thy countenance. I shall commemorate thy name 

in every generation. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were 

guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O 

Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy 

Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy 

providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN 

TONE ONE 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the 

Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. 

Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the 

Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection. 

 

TROPARION FOR ST. SIMEON IN TONE ONE 

Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, for from thee 

hath risen the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, enlightening 

those in darkness.  Rejoice, thou also, O righteous Elder, as thou 

receivest in thine arms the Redeemer of our souls, Who also granteth 

unto us the Resurrection. 

 

KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN 

TONE ONE 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s 

womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also 

come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom 

Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican) 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. 

God is known in Judea; His Name is great in Israel. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. 

(3:10-15) 



 
 

 My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, 

purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, patience, persecutions, sufferings, 

what things befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What 

persecutions I endured! And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

Indeed all who would live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted. But people who are wicked and deceivers will proceed 

from worse to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, 

continue in the things which you have learned and have been assured 

of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and how from 

infancy you have known the sacred temple writings which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

(For Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:10-

14) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 

Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I 

am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like 

this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 

to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 

sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 

he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who deigned to be carried in the arms of righteous 

Simeon for our salvation, and rose from the dead, Christ our true God, 

through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless 

holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by 

the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the 

supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our 

father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of 

Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated, of the 

holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and 

God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and 

Anna; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; 



 
 

of the Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily; and the Holy and 

Righteous Mothers of the Three Hierarchs: Emmelia, Nona and 

Anthousa, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: 

have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth 

mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus 

Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us. 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

TRISAGION 

Prayers are offered for the passing of Jacque Kouri, (13 days) 

beloved grandmother of Kouri Ajalat and precious friend to so many 

at St. Simeon. May her memory. 

 

HOLY OBLATIONS 

Prayers are offered for Princess Jemma Gianna Ajalat on the 

occasion of her very 1st birthday!! May your year be filled with 

wonder and joy!! Love, Giddee, Thet, and all of your family and 

friends at St. Simeon. 

 

For the health and well being of Jemma Gianna Ajalat on the 

occasion of her first birthday offered by David, Janine, Eliana, and 

George Ajalat. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Starting this Sunday, we will have a playpen set up in the church 

as the receptacle for donations that will go to Single Mothers 

Outreach, a local charity that assists single parents in our 

community. Right now, they are in greatest need of: 

- Toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, etc.) 

- Cleaning wipes, baby wipes 

- Clothing for kids age 10-17 

- Gift cards -- Walmart, gasoline, Amazon 

- Fleece blankets 

The women of our church will help distribute these items every other 

month at the organizations scheduled "donation days". Please be 

generous!  

 
Please submit your oblations to: stsimeonbulletin@gmail.com by 

9pm on Wednesday. 
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Thought for the Week        

“for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but 

he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

      On this  first Sunday of the Triodion we again hear 

the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee. With the 

Great Fast only 3 weeks away, the Church is trying to 

prepare us by giving us the key which will open the door 

to making all of our Lenten efforts bear fruit.   The 

Pharisee was well aware of the three  pillars of the 

Spiritual life that are common to all major religions- 

Fasting, Almsgiving, and Prayer.  He said “I fast twice a 

week; I give tithes of all that I get.” Of course the third 

pillar is evident as he went to the temple to pray.  

 We often think of the Great Lent as a time of fasting, 

however we must learn two things from this parable if 

our fasting is to become fruitful.  First, our fasting cannot 

be separated from almsgiving and prayer, if it is to be 

effective.  Fasting should be an act of compassion and an 

act of obedience to our Lord, who said “Love your 

brother as you love yourself.”   Before we criticize the 

Pharisee we must ask ourself- do we give a tithe (that is 

10% of all that we earn) to help our mother, the church 

and to those who are in need.  Fasting must be combined 

with almsgiving to bear fruit.  Similarly, if fasting is not 

combined with prayer it will have no effect except to 

make us irritable.  The purpose of fasting is to give wings 

to our prayer by denying ourselves so that we can focus 

on God.  

Second, we learn that not all prayer is truly prayer.  The 

Pharisee teaches us that prayer does not become true in 

words but rather in the content and intention of the heart. 

As we stand before God, we must have a sense of total 



 
 

dependence, a sense that we can do nothing without His 

help, and that we are all sinful and unworthy-even to 

stand before Him. We must also come with the 

confidence that, in spite of everything, He has a burning 

love for us, and  that He will indeed save us.  That is why 

“the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 

up his eyes to heaven..” We must first recognize our 

sickness- for if we do not think we are sick why do we 

come to the Great Physician in prayer?  Do we need a 

physician to boast of our health?  We only need to think 

of the fact that our Lord has loved us to the point of 

suffering, of being spit upon, and of dying for us.  How 

do we love Him back?  Is it only in words or do we try to 

please Him with our thoughts and with our actions. Do 

we love Him by loving those around us- even the 

unlovable and despicable.  Do we judge them or do we 

pray for them?  True prayer can only come from the Holy 

Spirit, and yet the Spirit cannot dwell in a proud heart. 

Beloved, let us have this attitude of the publican, for we 

are all publicans before our most pure Lord.  He drew 

near with confidence, because he knew our God as a God 

of  love, as a God who desires all men to be saved, and 

above all a God who is humble.  We must have the same 

three attitudes and our fasting, our almsgiving, and our 

prayer will carry us into the heavens.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 

depart in peace, 

according to Thy word 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation. 


