“Thought for the Week”

…we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul..”

My beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

   
As we enter the 4th week of this holy season of preparation and struggle, blessed Paul gives us great encouragement as the children of God.  He tells us first about the humility of our God.  The Lord has no need to convince His creation that He cannot lie.  He has no need to resort to swearing to us that He tells us the truth.  Yet for our sakes and for our weaknesses he swears these things.  Imagine, The Lord of heaven and of earth, humbles Himself and uses anything and everything to convince us His promises are true.  He does this not for his own benefit or glory but because He wants to do everything he can to save us.  


Second, St. Paul tells us that we as Christians must see beyond our present circumstances.  That even in the midst of the battle, we must understand that victory is already at hand.  What has God promised us beloved?  He has told us through the prophets “Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.  Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.         He has told us through the Apostles: Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world…. I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore…. I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you….. My peace I give unto you…..In the world you will have affliction but be of good courage, I have overcome the world.”


If God has told us these things, my dear ones in Jesus, we must have no doubts.  Rather we must have a deep hope that is unshakeable in our souls.  St. Paul tells us this hope is an anchor.  Even though a ship is tossed to and fro in the winds of a storm, the anchor holds it steady so that it cannot be moved.  And we also might be tossed a bit in the winds of the problems in this world, but we shall not be  moved.  Nothing, absolutely nothing can take us away from our God, and indeed if God is with us and in us, what do we have to fear?  

      My beloved in our Lord Jesus Christ, on this Holy day when God has come down to this earth and taken on our flesh- let us rejoice in this hope, let us revel in this hope, and let have a courage in this hope. A courage that absolutely nothing can shake, for indeed “Today is the beginning of our salvation.” Amen.  

