1 1 17
“Thought for the Week”

“you were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.”
   On this glorious and magnificent Sunday, in the brilliant light of the cave where our blessed Lord laid Himself as a Babe, we hear St. Paul telling us that our life has changed. We have no need of New Year’s resolutions for our Lord has given us the both the ability and the resolve to live the Christian life.   As our Lord was born, so have we been born into a new life.  This new life is not simply ruled by set of principles or moral codes, but rather it is living a life of resurrection.  How do we live this life of resurrection?
     Beloved in Christ Jesus, to live a life of resurrection we must first recognize the power that has been given to us.  So many people today do not recognize the power that we have been given. This power has been given to us in our baptism and continues to be given to us through the church.  This power is the power not to be afraid.  If we are not afraid we will get up and start moving. We cannot be afraid, for it is fear that keeps us in one place.  We cannot be afraid of losing our reputations, our material possessions, or even our lives.  It is fear of loss, and in particular fear of death that keeps us from living a life of resurrection. If we recognize that we have already died with our Lord, we will have no more fear of it, for we only fear the unknown.  St. Paul says he carries the dying of Jesus inside of himself.  That is, indeed we can be wounded, we can be insulted, and we can even be crucified in this life.  Yet we cannot nor will we ever be crushed by these things, for we have the power of life Himself inside of us. Our Lord told us “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 
    Therefore beloved, our first task is not to fear. But how do we lose the fears that plague us daily. The answer is very simple-by trusting God.  If we trust God in every event in our lives we cannot be fearful.  Even in the most painful and inexplicable events- events that seem to be purely evil (and they might be)-if we trust God, we know that somehow He will use the evil for good in our lives. We must persevere through the pain, for we know that God will not abandon us. This kind of trust is the beginning of Faith.   
Finally my dear ones in Christ Jesus, we must recognize that we can only really trust God if we love Him.  We can only trust someone we love, and more importantly whom we know loves us.   Therefore our aim in this life is to grow in our love of God- loving Him with all of our hearts and our strength.  We can love Him by refusing to give in to evil.  We can love Him by praying even when we don’t feel like it.  We can love Him by loving those around us- even if they do not love us. Ultimately, we can only love Him by dying to ourselves and to sin. If we die this kind of death, we will have no fear for we know the life that has been implanted deep within us cannot be shaken.   If we strive to die in this way, Christ will indeed be born in our hearts, giving us the ability and the resolve to live a life of resurrection. It is in our striving that resurrection takes place.  Amen.  
